
	  

 
WHO 
 
Peter Gelman is a professional writer who lives in 
Portland, Oregon. He grew up near Washington, 
D.C. Gelman once tweeted commentary through 
the pages of Plutarch's Lives. He has a pair of four-
legged office assistants, Tilly Biscuit and Pip. 
 
WHAT 
 
It’s a common idea today: the West has lost its 
confidence and optimism. Lamp Eyes, Look Out! 
is a response. It’s a serious short novel about how 
a man gained and lost oracular insight. 
 
WHEN & WHERE 
 
The setting of the novel is tomorrow, in a place 
much like this one. Most actions happen close to 
the nation’s capital, but perceptions aren’t orthodox. 
 
HOW 
 
Lamps Eyes, Look Out! 
is available exclusively on 
Kindle Unlimited until mid 
January 2018. The price 
for members is free; for 
others it's only $2.99. In 
January or February 
2018, the novel will be available in paper from 
Infinity Publications. It will also be available in all 
common eBook formats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHY 
 
As Communism fell, Gelman’s father, a Soviet 
scholar for the US government, handed him an 
argument that progress had ceased. Political analyst 
Francis Fukuyama pinpointed the End of History at 
the moment when the philosopher Hegel saw 
Napoleon ride into Jena (1806). Fukuyama did not 
mean the end of events. He meant the refutation of 
Hegel’s concept of an ever-perfecting progress. 
 
Yet the pace of change ever increases. People feel 
less faith in their institutions. The West wrings its 
hands and flinches. In Houellebecq’s novel 
Submission (2015), France peacefully transforms 
into an Islamic nation. Irked to write, Gelman 
remembered Soviet dissident writer Abram Tertz 
(real name Sinyavsky), whose literature of the 
fantastic portrayed the impossible in communist life. 
This is the style of Lamp Eyes, Look Out! 
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The	  West	  is	  in	  decline.	  A	  man	  lost	  his	  ability	  to	  see	  the	  future.	  To	  try	  to	  restore	  this	  strategic	  
asset,	  a	  government	  physicist	  has	  been	  whirling	  him	  in	  a	  centrifuge.	  When	  the	  former	  seer	  
blacks	  out,	  he	  dreams.	  But	  these	  dreams	  aren't	  profound—they're	  ridiculous	  sitcoms.	  Now	  
an	  Army	  psychoanalyst	  arrives	  to	  find	  out	  what	  happened	  to	  him…	  The	  two	  women	  who	  love	  
and	  confound	  him.	  Strange	  incidents	  after	  a	  Beethoven	  string	  quartet.	  Ghoulish	  
confrontations	  at	  a	  Halloween	  Party.	  Communication	  with	  a	  hominid	  cannibal.	  A	  lighthouse	  
built	  by	  Freemasons.	  Can	  analysis	  of	  the	  absurd	  dreams	  lead	  to	  a	  restoration	  of	  the	  West's	  
confidence	  and	  optimism?	  What	  happens	  when	  a	  man	  perceives	  fate	  and	  tries	  to	  stop	  it?	  
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